Lyra, the Lyre                  263
Between^ and y Lyrae is the wonderful" Ring Nebula." It is the only annular nebula visible through small telescopes.
6 Lyrae is the celebrated "double double star/' a star almost a naked eye double, and each of these stars is in turn double. A three-inch telescope with a power of 130 will separate these stars.
Y Lyrae, 2 J^° east of $ was known as " Sulaf at," one of the early titles of the constellation. Another name for it was " Jugum." It is a bright yellow star of the 3.3 magnitude.
The remaining stars in the constellation are of no special interest.
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APEX OF THE SOLAR SYSTEM around the pole. . . . Early in May the star rises at about the same hour that the sun sets, and all summer long it is the gayest and perhaps the most instantly attractive star in the evening skies. . . . Vega has a companion star, much smaller than itself, revolving around it, which is of the same beautiful bluish colour as the larger star. The companion is of about the tenth magnitude and can be seen only with a large telescope. Vega is about four thousand times brighter than her companion."
